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Jointer Safety Rules 
 

 
1. Use only clean wood that is free of paint, and nails when using the 

Jointer. 
 

2. Inspect your stock for cracks, loose knots, warp, or other defects 
that may cause problems during jointing. 

 
3. Never run stock through the jointer that is less than 12 inches in 

length. 
 

4. Always make sure that a guard is covering the knives. 
 

5. The depth of cut should be smaller for hardwood than for 
softwood and never more than 1/8th of an inch 

 
6. Use a push block when facing stock. 

 
7. No stock less than ¾” should be faced on the jointer and only with 

instructor approval. 
 

8. Seek approval from your instructor for special set-ups involving 
the Jointer. 

 
9. Keep your hands and fingers at a safe distance from the cutter 

knives. 
 

10. Hands should be placed above the material and fingers should not 
hang down over the edge of the board. 

 
11. Feed the stock slowly.  The cut may chip hardwoods when cutting.  

Turn the board end for end and joint again. 
 

12. Allow the material to pass the knives enough so the guard will close 
before you pick the stock up. 

 
13. Students should not adjust the rear table.  The knives are set to the 

exact height of the outfeed table and should not be changed until 
new knives are installed. 

 
14. End grain jointing should not be done without instructor approval. 

 
15. Maintain a good stance when running the jointer.  Keep your mind and 

your eyes focused on your work. 
16.  Stand to the left of the Jointer when starting up.  Allow the machine 

to reach full operating speed before using. 
 
17. Do not stand directly behind the stock when cutting.  
 Stay to the left of the machine. 
 
18. Never lean wood against the jointer or pile tools on 
 the top. 
 
19. When jointing long stock, have someone help you. 
 
20. Make sure you have no loose clothing when running the Jointer. 


