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Table Saw Safety Rules
1. Ask the instructor for advice for special setups like dadoes and
rabbets.
2. The saw guard must not be removed without instructor approval.
3. Adjust the height of the blade so the blade does not extend more
than 1/8” above the wood being cut.
4. All adjustments to the saw should be made when the blade is at a
complete stop.
5. Use a push stick to rip stock less than 4” in width.
6. Freehand sawing, sawing without any guide, can never happen.
7. Never stand directly behind the saw blade. Stand to the left or
the right.
8. Be careful to never have your fingers in line with the path of the
cut.
9. Arch your fingers when pushing wood through the saw rather
than laying your hand flat on the board.
10. Reaching over the spinning blade or passing wood over it is
unsafe.
11. Do not reach in and pull out scrap pieces of wood that are stuck
in the throat plate while the blade is turning.
12. Make certain that nothing but the wood you are cutting is on the
left side of the rip fence.
13. Stop the saw if you must back out of a cut, it could very easily
kick back.
14. Be sure that the stock you are cutting is free of nails, dirt,
paint, and other defects.
15. Stop the saw and move away from it before speaking with
someone who is seeking your attention.
16. Feed the wood into the saw only as fast as the saw will freely
cut.
17. Return the saw to its normal operating position when completing
operations that require special setups.
18. When ripping, make sure the edge of the board that slides
against the rip fence is straight and smooth.
19. Know exactly what you want to do and how you are going to do it.
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20. Balance your weight evenly on both feet when sawing. A proper
stance will help you avoid accidents.
21. Do not cut pieces that are so small that you can’t control them
when cutting.
22. Adjust the rip fence only when the saw is at a complete stop.
23. When someone is running the table saw, be careful not to bump
into them with boards or your body.
24. Be aware of others around you but keep your mind and eyes
focused on your cutting.
25. Hold long pieces firmly and press down on small pieces so they
do not shift when cutting.
26. Never allow your hand to be directly above the spinning blade.
27. Never use the miter gauge and the rip fence at the same time
when cutting all the way through a board.
28. When cutting with a sled, be careful not to push the sled off
the table after a cut or pull the sled off the table when returning
the sled to the starting position.
29. Turn the saw off between cuts when crosscutting with the sled.
30. Only crosscut wood with the sled. Never rip.

